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Examiner's Interview Summary Record 

1 . A telephone interview was conducted on May 10, 2001 . Mr. Allen R. Kipness, Esq., and 
Examiner Popovics participated. All of the claims presently pending, and those submitted in the 
After-Final Amendment of April 2, 2001 (Paper No. 13) which were not entered, were discussed. 
The prior art of record, in particular, the 5,288,408 patent to Schmidt, was discussed. 

NO AGREEMENT WAS REACHED. 

2. Mr. Kipness asked why the After-Final Amendment had not been entered. The Examiner 
expressed his belief that the '408 patent to Schmidt would constitute a 102 reference, minimally, 
against claim 1 as proposed in that amendment. Mr. Kipness argued that the '408 patent to 
Schmidt did not teach removal of particulates. The Examiner pointed out that the same source of 
particulates (i.e., "coloring agents") presently being addressed, was also addressed by the '408 
patent to Schmidt. 

Examiner's Comments 

3. In the '408 patent to Schmidt, one of the objects is stated to be: 

Still another object of the present invention is to provide a recycled gelatin 
product with chemical and physical properties identical to virgin gelatin such that 
reuse may be successfully accomplished. 
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4. At column 3, the following is disclosed: 

The soft elastic capsule-forming material will thus be used to enclose active 
ingredients in the form of powders, liquids or combinations thereof. Oils, such as 
vitamin A, vitamin E and beta-carotene, for example, are frequently encapsulated in 
the pharmaceutical industry. Additionally, other oils like mineral oil may be used to 
coat the outer surface of the gel-capsule during processing. Thus, it can be seen that 
the encapsulation waste product may have many components to be removed for reuse. 
In some instances, coloring agents and preservatives may also be incorporated into 
the encapsulation melt . Commonly used preservatives are methyl- and propylparabens 
and sorbic acid. 

As stated above, present methods of encapsulation lose as much as 507o of 
the melt during processing, the balance of which is either discarded as a waste 
by-product or recycled . The latter option requires the removal of all of the above 
components with the exception of gelatin and glycerine. The present invention 
provides a novel and efficient method of accomplishing same without experiencing the 
shortcomings of the prior art. 

5. At column 4, lines 22-3 1 , it is disclosed that: 

Next, the lower phase is hot filtered to remove any remaining traces of 
oil or other contaminants . Stainless steel filtration equipment may be employed such 
as a plate filter, or a coated plate filter like, for example, a Sparkler filter. 
Alternatively, nutche filters of the Rosenmund type or cartridge filters may be used 
for the purpose. Here again, the residue may be recaptured for further separation 
and purification if desired although the amounts involved at this point may not warrant 
the effort. 



6. Claim 6 teaches: 

6. The process for recovering and purifying waste gelatin and glycerine of 
claim 1, wherein the step of hot filtering said aqueous gelatin/glycerine solution is 
accomplished by use of one of the following filters: (a) a plate filter; (b) a coated 
plate filter; (c) a nutche filter; or fd) a cartridge filter. 

7. Claim 20 teaches: 

20. The apparatus of claim 12 wherein said means for hot filtration is a cartridge filter 



Application/Control Number: 09/385,405 Page 4 

Art Unit: 1723 



8. In order to remove "a// of the above components,'' including ''traces'' of ''coloring 
agents," to attain a "recycled gelatin product with chemical and physical properties identical to 
virgin gelatin/' any "cartridge filter" used would necessarily have a pore size, regardless of the 
filtration process label placed upon it, to accomplish this task. In the future, Applicant may w^ish 
to review all of the teachings of his six column long prior patent, prior to submitting any proposed 
claim amendments. Any suggestions made by the Examiner pertaining to claim language, were 
not made in a vacuum, but were made after arguments, oral and otherwise, were presented that: 

1) the solution being treated by Schmidt '408 was materially different from the instant material 
being treated (i.e., argument was made that Schmidt '408 did not contain coloring agents); and 2) 
that the removal of particulates (i.e., coloring agents) was a point of novelty, not taught by 
Schmidt '408 or other prior art of record. A review of Schmidt '408 reveals that such is not the 
case. 

Conclusion 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the Examiner 
should be directed to Examiner Robert Popovics whose telephone number is (703) 308-0684, and 
who can normally be reached at this number from 9:30 A.M. through 6:00 P.M. (EST) M-F. 
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